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PLACEMENT OF CHRONIC
MICRO-CATHETER DEVICE AND METHOD

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to medical devices. Specifically, but
not by way of limitation, this invention relates to inserting a
micro-catheter such as an electrode into a patient.

2. Background

In this document, any medical device that acts on the tissue
of'the patient is classified as a primary medical device. Other
medical devices that assist in the positioning or handling or
operation of the primary medical device are called secondary
medical devices. While the secondary medical device could
be used to introduce a primary medical device to several
locations within a patient, for the discussion in this document,
a neurosurgical procedure will be used as an example.

A common surgical technique inserts primary medical
devices into patients through small openings that are surgi-
cally cut in the patient. One category of medical devices that
can be inserted into a patient is catheters, which is a broad
term, and could include several devices. One such catheter
includes a drug delivery device using a hollow passage in the
catheter to pump a drug to a selected location in the patient.
Another catheter includes ablation technology where lasers
are used to remove tissue. Another catheter includes an elec-
trical contact that delivers an electrical signal to a point of
interest inside a patient. While the above listed devices could
all be considered catheters, the list is not exhaustive. Any of a
number of other devices could be inserted inside a patient in
such a way as to be classified as a catheter.

In this document, references to coordinates with respect to
catheters will refer to axial locations and radial locations.
Longitudinal or axial locations are locations along an inser-
tion axis of a catheter. Radial locations will use the conven-
tional 2-dimensional radial coordinates (r, 0) in a circle that is
normal to the insertion axis. By combining an axial coordi-
nate with the radial coordinates, a point can be located in three
dimensional space relative to a given reference frame, such as
the patient. Descriptions of the insertion axis in this document
will generally refer to depth inside a patient along a line. It
should be noted that although catheters are generally not
inserted along a straight line, a generally linear depth model
will be used for ease of discussion. Also, the axial end, or tip
of the catheter that is inserted into a patient is referred to
herein as the distal end of the catheter, while the axial end of
the catheter that remains toward the outside the patient is
referred to as the proximal end.

In one method of inserting a primary catheter, a secondary
catheter is used to guide the primary catheter to the target
location within the patient. In this configuration, the primary
catheter is referred to as a micro-catheter, and the secondary
catheter is referred to as a host catheter. Smaller catheters are
desirably less invasive to the patient. In one type of surgical
procedure, several micro-catheters are inserted in the same
small opening in the patient at one time. However, the micro-
catheters frequently lack the structural rigidity to be accu-
rately inserted into the patient. The host catheter provides
such rigidity. The micro-catheter and host catheter configu-
ration is convenient because is allows more precise insertion
of the more delicate micro-catheters.

A problem associated with the micro-catheter and host
catheter configuration is that when several micro-catheters
need to be inserted through a small incision, there is limited
space available for insertion. The host catheter is typically of
a large diameter that is similar in size to the diameter of the
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incision. There is not adequate room for several host catheters
to each insert one micro-catheter.

One prior approach to this problem has been to insert
multiple micro-catheters along a single host catheter. As
shown in FIG. 1, a micro-catheter 150 can be inserted through
one of multiple lumens 122 in a host catheter 100, and
directed from a proximal end 120 of the host catheter 100 to
various exiting openings 112 at a distal tip 110 of the host
catheter 100. In this way, several micro-catheters can be
inserted through an incision, thereby keeping the procedure
less invasive. The example shown in FIG. 1 also allows a
choice of several radial directions for the micro-catheter 150,
depending on which lumen 122 of the host catheter 100 is
chosen for insertion.

A limitation of this approach is that when using a single
host catheter to implant multiple micro-catheters, all the
micro-catheters must be implanted at the same depth inside
the incision. Additionally, only one micro-catheter can be
implanted in each radial direction, because each directional
channel only accommodates one micro-catheter.

One approach to avoiding this limitation has been to further
increase the number of channels in the host catheter, and to
have the channels exit the host catheter at various depths and
radial directions along the host catheter. In this way, by choos-
ing an appropriate channel in the host catheter, each micro-
catheter can be implanted at varying depths or radial orienta-
tions. However, this approach necessarily involves a larger,
more invasive, host catheter, and the choices of depth loca-
tions and radial directions for the micro-catheters is limited
by the predetermined exit locations of channels in the host
catheter.

What is needed is a device and method to implant several
micro-catheters at varying depths with a larger range of posi-
tioning options that does not require a larger, more invasive
host catheter.

Another problem with the previous listed approaches
occurs when using another type of procedure, where it is
desirable to leave the micro-catheters implanted in the patient
for extended periods of time, up to several days or weeks. A
micro-catheter that is left implanted in a patient for extended
periods of time is referred to as a “chronic” micro-catheter. In
this type of procedure it is impractical to leave the host cath-
eter inserted in the patient, because it is bulky, and extends a
substantial distance outside the patient, and may be acciden-
tally bumped over the extended time period. There is also an
increased risk of infection with the larger opening being
exposed for an extended time period. It is difficult or impos-
sible to remove the host catheter of the previous examples and
leave the micro-catheters implanted in their locations.

As further shown in FIG. 1, the distal tips of catheters, such
as the distal tip 160 of micro-catheter 150, are small and
typically have a diameter that is similar to a diameter along
the axial length of the catheter. However, the proximal tips of
catheters often have large fittings attached to them that are
used for coupling to external, secondary medical devices. In
FIG. 1, micro-catheter 150 is shown with a fitting 172 located
at its proximal end 170. The fittings 172 are typically perma-
nently attached to the micro-catheters 150. Micro-catheters
are typically inserted into a close tolerance, enclosed longi-
tudinal channel to guide them to the target location. The
problem associated with removing the host catheter and leav-
ing behind the micro-catheter is that the close tolerance,
longitudinal channel will not fit over the much larger fitting
172 on the proximal tip of the micro-catheter. Because exist-
ing devices require axial removal of the host catheter, if the
host catheter is to be removed, the micro-catheter must also be
removed.
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What is needed is a host catheter that can be removed while
allowing the micro-catheter to remain implanted at its target
location inside the patient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention includes a guide device with a guide axis is
shown that includes a sheath that defines a radially enclosed
longitudinal cavity in a first state. The sheath may be split
substantially along a longitudinal wall and radially removed
from the guide axis in a second state. The guide device also
includes a mandrel that, when inserted into the sheath in its
first state, defines a substantially continuous longitudinal
guide region bounded on a first longitudinal portion by the
mandrel, and on a second longitudinal portion by the sheath.

The guide device may also define a plurality of longitudinal
guide regions. The mandrel may include a shield portion on a
distal end of the mandrel. The shield portion may be change-
able between a first state and a second state. There may also be
aramp located at the distal end of the mandrel that directs the
guide region outward with a radial component from the guide
axis.

In another embodiment, the guide device includes a sheath
that defines an enclosed longitudinal cavity in a first state, and
may be split substantially along a longitudinal wall and radi-
ally removed from the guide axis in a second state. The
second embodiment also includes a first mandrel that, when
inserted in the sheath in its first state, provides structural
support to the sheath during insertion. The first mandrel has a
shield portion attached to a distal end portion that substan-
tially shields a distal opening in the sheath in its first state. The
second embodiment also includes a second mandrel that may
be inserted in the sheath in place of the first mandrel such that
the second mandrel defines a substantially continuous longi-
tudinal guide region bounded on a first longitudinal portion
by the semi-rigid mandrel, and on a second longitudinal por-
tion by the sheath.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those skilled in the
art that any arrangement which is calculated to achieve the
same purpose may be substituted for the specific embodiment
shown. This document is intended to cover any adaptations of
variations of the present invention. It is to be understood that
the above description is intended to be illustrative, and not
restrictive. The scope of the invention includes any other
applications in which the above structures and fabrication
methods are used. The scope of the invention should be deter-
mined with reference to the appended claims, along with the
full scope of equivalents to which such claims are entitled.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a multiple lumen host
catheter and a micro-catheter.

FIG. 2a is a perspective view of a mandrel in an embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 24 is a section view along line 26-2b.

FIG. 2¢ is a cross section of a mandrel in an embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a sheath in an embodiment
of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the sheath in another
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an introduction system in an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6a is a perspective view of a mandrel in an embodi-
ment of the invention.
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FIG. 65 is a section view along line 65-65.

FIG. 7a is a perspective view of a mandrel in an embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 75 is a section view along line 75-7b.

FIG. 8a is a perspective view of a mandrel in another
embodiment of the invention in a first state of operation.

FIG. 85 is a section view along line 85-8b.

FIG. 8¢ is a perspective view of a mandrel in another
embodiment of the invention in a second state of operation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 2a shows a mandrel 200 including a mandrel shaft
201, and aknob 222. The mandrel 200 has a distal end 210 and
a proximal end 220. The distal end 210 is inserted into the
patient, while the proximal end 220 is used to insert a primary
medical device during the procedure. The proximal end 220
of the mandrel 200 includes the knob 222 which is used to
handle and adjust the mandrel 200 during the procedure. The
knob 222 may also include adaptations that accept a fitting
from a secondary medical device. The mandrel 200 in this
embodiment has a straight central axis 202. Other embodi-
ments of the mandrel 200 include curved shaft mandrels.
Curved shafts can assist in directional placement of micro-
catheters.

FIG. 2b shows a sectional view of the shaft 201 of the
mandrel 200 from FIG. 2a. The cross section in this embodi-
ment includes an axial portion 230 that is located along the
central axis 202 of the mandrel 200. Four channel portions
240 are created by four divider portions 242. Located at the
intersection of the divider portions 242, are beveled portions
244. Although four channel portions 240 are included in this
embodiment, either a single channel portion, or several chan-
nel portions could be used without departing from the scope
of the invention. Although the axial portion 230 in this
embodiment is concentric with the central axis 202, other
embodiments may include an axial portion 230 that is located
on the periphery of the mandrel 200.

At the distal end 210 of the mandrel 200 in FIG. 2a, there
is a shield portion 212. The shield portion 212 in this embodi-
ment is rounded to avoid damaging tissue during insertion.
Just above the shield portion 212, there is a number of ramps
214. Each ramp is located in one of the channel portions 240,
the ramps 214 directing the distal end of the channel portions
240 outward with a radial component from the central axis
202 of the mandrel 200.

FIG. 2¢ shows another embodiment of a cross section of the
mandrel 200. An axial portion 250 is shown, with divider
portions 262. The divider portions 262 define a number of
channel portions 260. In this embodiment, the channel por-
tions 260 each contain a contact surface 264 that outlines a
portion of a circle. In this embodiment, the contact surfaces
264 are designed to match a radius of a micro-catheter.

FIG. 3 shows a peel-away sheath 300 in a first state. The
sheath 300 includes a tube 301, and a handle 340. The sheath
300 has a distal end 310 and a proximal end 320, and a central
axis 302. There is a longitudinal or axial opening 330 through
the length of the sheath 300, passing along the tube 301. The
opening 330 is large enough to accept the mandrel 200 from
FIG.2A. The handle 340 is attached to the proximal end of the
sheath. In this example, the handle includes a first notch 342
adjacent to the central axis 302, and a second notch 344
opposite the first notch an also adjacent to the central axis
302. In this embodiment, along the tube 301 is a first linear
weakened portion 303. The weakened portion aligns with the
first notch 342. Also included on the tube 301 is a second
weakened portion (not shown) that aligns with the second
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notch 344. The notches 342 and 344 along with the weakened
portions, allow the peel-away sheath 300 to be split apart
radially during the procedure for removal of the sheath.

FIG. 4 shows the peel-away sheath in transition to a second
state. The second state is obtained by splitting the sheath 300
for removal from the patient. The handle 320 splits into a first
handle portion 406 and a second handle portion 408. The
sheath also splits into a first longitudinal portion 402 and a
second longitudinal portion 404. The split of the handle 320
in this embodiment occurs at the first and second notch 342,
344 shown in FIG. 3, and the tube 301 is split along the
weakened portions as shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 5 shows an insertion system. The system includes a
host catheter 500, the host catheter being formed from a
mandrel 520, and a peel-away sheath 510. The mandrel 520
includes a number of channels 522 that travel along a shaft
527 ofthe mandrel 520. At the distal tip of the mandrel 520 are
a shield portion 524 and a number of ramps 526 as shown in
FIG. 2a-2b above. The system also includes a micro-catheter
530 that is inserted through the host catheter 500. The micro-
catheter has a distal end 532 and a proximal end 534 with a
fitting 536 attached at the proximal end.

In operation, the mandrel 520 is first inserted into the
peel-away sheath 510 such that the shield portion 524 extends
only far enough past the distal end of the sheath to protect the
distal opening of the sheath. This positioning of the depth of
the mandrel 520 in the sheath 510 can be accomplished by
adjusting the knob 528 to a desired position along the axis 502
of'the mandrel. The position of the knob 528 can be fixed such
that when the knob 528 butts against the handle 512 of the
sheath 510, the shield portion 524 does not extend too far
beyond the distal tip of the sheath 510.

After the mandrel has been positioned in the sheath, the
host catheter is inserted into the patient to a target location,
such as a target location within the brain. The shield 524
protects the tissue in front of the distal end of the host catheter
500 from damage, allowing the host catheter 500 to be
inserted to the target location with reduced trauma. After
insertion, the knob 528 is then moved upwards away from the
handle 512 of the sheath 510. The knob 528 is moved along
the shaft 527 of the mandrel 520, while leaving the shaft 527
in its inserted position. After the knob 528 is re-positioned,
the channels 522 in the mandrel are exposed and accessible
from the side, or radial direction, of the mandrel. The shaft
527 is then inserted slightly further into the patient to expose
the ramps 526 at the distal end of the host catheter 500.

The distal end 532 of the micro-catheter 530 is next
inserted along one of the channels 522 in a radially exposed
region 523 or side region of the mandrel 520. When the
mandrel 520 is inserted into the sheath 510, the channels 522
of the mandrel divide the sheath into a number of enclosed
passages that are bounded longitudinally on one portion by
the mandrel 520, and on another portion by the sheath 510.
The micro-catheter 530 then enters the enclosed passage that
is defined by the particular channel 522 that ithas been guided
into. At the distal end of the host catheter 500, the micro-
catheter is directed radially outward at an angle 540 by the
ramp 526 that is associated with its channel 522 and enclosed
passage. The micro-catheter exits the host catheter through
the small opening between the shield portion 524 and the
distal end of the sheath. The outward direction of the micro-
catheter can therefore be chosen by selecting from various
channel options in this embodiment.

Next, the host catheter 500 may be removed from the
patient, leaving the micro-catheter 530 in place. In a first
method, the mandrel 520 is removed first. Before removal of
any component, the sheath 510 is peeled back as shown in
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FIG. 4 up to an insertion point in the patient. The micro-
catheter 530 is held in place near the insertion point in the
patient, and the mandrel 520 is then pulled axially back and
out of the patient. Because the shield portion 524 and the
ramp 526 do not contain a radial channel clearance for the
micro-catheter 530, in this embodiment, when extracting the
mandrel 520 first, the sheath 510 is slightly flexible. This
allows the sheath 510 to expand radially to allow the shield
portion 524 and the ramps 526 to pull through the sheath
along side the micro-catheter 530. Alternatively, the mandrel
520 may fitloosely in the sheath 510 and the extra radial room
from the loose fit will allow the shield portion 524 and the
ramps 526 to pull through the sheath along side the micro-
catheter. Because the channels 522 in the mandrel 520 are
radially accessible, the mandrel 520 pulls free of the micro-
catheter once it clears the sheath 510. After the mandrel 520
is removed, in this method, the sheath is removed last by
pulling back axially, and peeling the sheath apart radially as it
exits the insertion point. The micro-catheter 530 remains in
place, with the host catheter 500 completely removed radially
from the micro-catheter 530.

Alternative to removing the mandrel first, using a second
method, the sheath may be removed first. Again, the sheath
510 is peeled back as shown in FIG. 4 up to an insertion point
in the patient, and the micro-catheter 530 is held in place near
the insertion point in the patient. The sheath 510 is then
removed by pulling back axially, and peeling the sheath apart
radially as it exits the insertion point. Once the sheath 510 has
been removed, the mandrel may be pulled back axially and
removed. Similar to the first method, because the channels in
the mandrel 520 are radially accessible, the mandrel 520 pulls
free of the micro-catheter once it clears the insertion point.
Using this second method, the micro-catheter 530 again
remains in place, with the host catheter 500 completely
removed radially from the micro-catheter 530.

With this two component mandrel/sheath configuration,
there are several advantages. The guiding of the micro-cath-
eters is highly effective due to the radially enclosed nature of
the passages. Guiding of the micro-catheters is more effective
using completely radially enclosed passages, than using pas-
sages that are only partially radially enclosed. Using two
components also gives the possibility of using two different
materials. The sheath material may be comprised of a low
friction material, while the mandrel may be comprised of a
more rigid material to aid in insertion. The mandrel may also
include an angled or bent configuration that is separate from
the sheath to better direct the micro-catheter to an angled
position. This two part configuration allows the micro-cath-
eter to be completely radially enclosed during insertion, and
still allows the host catheter to be removed, leaving the micro-
catheter behind. Additionally, a first host catheter/micro-cath-
eter can be implanted at any number of depths and radial
directions, then the first host catheter can be removed and a
second host catheter/micro-catheter can be implanted at any
chosen second depth and radial direction. By repeatedly using
this procedure, a large number of micro-catheters can be
placed inside a patient at an increased number of positions,
without increasing the diameter of the host catheter. The
procedure remains minimally invasive, and the micro-cath-
eters that are inserted may all be left behind after removing
the host catheters.

Another embodiment of the invention is shown in FIGS.
6a, 6b and 7a, 7b. The host catheter in this embodiment uses
a single peel-away sheath as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, and two
different mandrels. The first mandrel 600 is shown in FIG. 6a.
It includes a first shaft 601 and a first knob 622. The knob 622
is attached at a proximal end 620 of the first mandrel 600, and



US 7,588,581 B2

7

arounded shield portion 612 is included at a distal end 610 of
the first shaft 601. As shown in FIG. 65, the cross section of
the first mandrel is solid round.

A second mandrel 700 is shown in FIG. 7a. It includes a
second shaft 701 with a distal end 710, and a second knob
722. The second knob 722 is attached at a proximal end 720
ofthe second mandrel 700. FIG. 7b shows a sectional view of
the shaft 701 of the second mandrel 700 from FIG. 7a. The
cross section in this embodiment includes an axial portion
730 that is located along the central axis 702 of the second
mandrel 700. Four channel portions 740 are created by four
divider portions 742. Located at the intersection of the divider
portions 742, are beveled portions 744. Although four chan-
nel portions 740 are included in this embodiment, either a
single channel portion, or several channel portions could be
used without departing from the scope of the invention.
Although the axial portion 730 in this embodiment is concen-
tric with the central axis 702, other embodiments may include
an axial portion 730 that is located on the periphery of the
second mandrel 700.

In operation, the first and second mandrels 600 and 700 are
used with the sheath 300 shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. The first
mandrel 600 is first inserted into the peel-away sheath 300
such that the shield portion 612 extends only far enough past
the distal end 310 ofthe sheath to protect the distal opening of
the sheath. This positioning of the depth of the first mandrel
600 in the sheath can be accomplished by adjusting the knob
622 to a desired position along an axis 602 of the first man-
drel. The position of the knob 622 can be fixed such that when
the knob 622 butts against the handle 340 of the sheath, the
shield portion 612 does not extend too far beyond the distal tip
310 of the sheath.

After the first mandrel 600 has been positioned in the
sheath, the host catheter is inserted into the patient to a target
location, such as a target location within the brain. The shield
524 protects the tissue in front of the distal end of the host
catheter 500 from damage, allowing the host catheter 500 to
be inserted to the target location with reduced trauma. After
insertion, the first mandrel 600 is removed and the second
mandrel 700 is inserted in its place. Because the insertion step
has already been performed using the blunt tipped first man-
drel 600, the second mandrel does not need a shield portion
for tissue protection. The second mandrel therefore does not
include any shield portion on its distal end 710.

The second mandrel 700 is inserted such that the distal end
710 does not extend beyond the distal end of the sheath, thus
protecting the surrounding tissue. The knob 722 is positioned
along the second shaft 701 such that the channels 522 in the
mandrel are exposed and accessible from the side, or radial
direction of the mandrel.

The distal end of'a micro-catheter is next inserted along one
of'the channels 740 in a radially exposed region or side region
of the second mandrel 700. Similar to the previously
described embodiment, when the second mandrel 700 is
inserted into the sheath, the channels of the second mandrel
divide the sheath into a number of enclosed passages that are
bounded longitudinally on one portion by the second man-
drel, and on another portion by the sheath. The micro-catheter
then enters the enclosed passage that is defined by the par-
ticular channel that it has been guided into. The micro-cath-
eter exits the host catheter through the distal end of the
enclosed passage, which is axially exposed, and unobstructed
by a shield portion or a ramp in this embodiment.

Next, the host catheter is optionally removed from the
patient, leaving the micro-catheter in place. Either the second
mandrel or the peel-away sheath may be removed first, simi-
lar to the previous embodiment above. In this embodiment,
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there is no need for the sheath to be slightly expandable or to
design the fit of the second mandrel within the sheath with
extra clearance room. Because this embodiment does not
include a shield portion or ramps, there are no clearance
issues during removal of the second mandrel.

FIG. 8a shows a further embodiment of the invention,
including a mandrel 800, with a mandrel shaft 801, and a knob
822. The mandrel 800 has a distal end 810 and a proximal end
820. The distal end 810 is inserted into the patient, while the
proximal end 820 is used to insert a primary medical device
during the procedure. The proximal end 820 of the mandrel
800 includes the knob 822 which is used to handle and adjust
the mandrel 800 during the procedure. The knob 822 may also
include adaptations that accept a fitting from a secondary
medical device. The mandrel 800 in this embodiment has a
straight central axis 802. Other embodiments of the mandrel
800 include curved shaft mandrels. Curved shafts can assistin
directional placement of micro-catheters. The mandrel 800 in
one embodiment further includes a gas delivery passage 824.
In one embodiment, the gas delivery passage 824 is substan-
tially cylindrical, and runs longitudinally along the central
axis 802.

FIG. 8b shows a sectional view of one shaft embodiment
801 from FIG. 8a. The cross section in this embodiment
includes an axial portion 830 that is located along the central
axis 802 of the mandrel 800. The gas delivery passage 824 is
further illustrated in cross section. Four channel portions 840
are created by four divider portions 842. Located at the inter-
section of the divider portions 842, are beveled portions 844.
Although four channel portions 840 are included in this
embodiment, either a single channel portion, or several chan-
nel portions could be used without departing from the scope
of the invention. Although the axial portion 830 in this
embodiment is concentric with the central axis 802, other
embodiments may include an axial portion 830 that is located
on the periphery of the mandrel 800.

At the distal end 810 of the mandrel 800 in FI1G. 8a, there
is a dynamic shape changing portion 812. The dynamic shape
changing portion 812 in this embodiment includes a shield
portion 814 and a number of ramps 816. The shield portion
814 is rounded to avoid damaging tissue during insertion. Just
above the shield portion 814, there is a number of ramps 816.
Each ramp is located in one of the channel portions 840, the
ramps 816 directing the distal end of the channel portions 840
outward with a radial component from the central axis 802 of
the mandrel 800.

In one embodiment, the dynamic shape changing portion 812
includes an inflatable device, such as a balloon. The dynamic
shape changing portion 812 in FIG. 8a is shown in an
expanded first state. FIG. 8¢ shows the mandrel 800 with the
dynamic shape changing portion 812 in a substantially col-
lapsed second state. The first state of the dynamic shape
changing portion 812 is used for directional insertion of a
micro-catheter or similar device. The second state of the
dynamic shape changing portion 812 is used for withdrawal
of the mandrel 800 similar to methods described above. With
the dynamic shape changing portion 812 in a deflated state,
additional radial channel clearance is made available for the
micro-catheter inside a sheath.

In operation, the dynamic shape changing portion 812 is
placed in the first state by introducing a gas under pressure. In
one embodiment, air is injected into the dynamic shape
changing portion 812 to inflate it to the first state. In one
embodiment, the gas is introduced or removed through the
gas delivery passage 824. Using a supplementary device such
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as a syringe body is one acceptable method of channeling the
gas to and from the dynamic shape changing portion 812.

CONCLUSION

Thus has been shown a device and method for placement of
a chronic micro-catheter. A device and method has been
shown that allows effective guiding of micro-catheters
through a host catheter that is later removable while leaving
the micro-catheter implanted in place within the patient. The
novel configuration shown allows the micro-catheter to be
completely radially enclosed during insertion, and still allows
the host catheter to be removed, leaving the micro-catheter
behind. Additionally, this configuration allows several micro-
catheters to be placed at any number of depths and orienta-
tions while still using a minimally invasive host catheter.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those skilled in the
art that any arrangement which is calculated to achieve the
same purpose may be substituted for the specific embodiment
shown. This document is intended to cover any adaptations of
variations of the present invention. It is to be understood that
the above description is intended to be illustrative, and not
restrictive. The scope of the invention includes any other
applications in which the above structures and fabrication
methods are used. The scope of the invention should be deter-
mined with reference to the appended claims, along with the
full scope of equivalents to which such claims are entitled.

What is claimed is:

1. A guide device, having a guide axis, comprising:

a sheath that defines a radially enclosed longitudinal cavity
in a first state, and has a longitudinal weakened portion
to allow the sheath to be split substantially along a lon-
gitudinal wall and radially removed from the guide axis
in a second state;

a mandrel, having an axial portion and a plurality of divid-
ing members extending radially from the axial portion,
the mandrel, when inserted into the sheath in its first
state, defines a plurality of substantially continuous lon-
gitudinal guide regions, each guide region bounded by a
longitudinal portion of the mandrel, and by a longitudi-
nal portion of the sheath; and

a shield portion on the mandrel, wherein when the mandrel
is fully inserted in the sheath, the shield portion substan-
tially shields a distal opening in the sheath in its first
state.

2. The guide device of claim 1, wherein the axial portion is
coaxial with the mandrel and the sheath when the mandrel is
inserted in the sheath in its first state.

3. The guide device of claim 1, wherein the shield portion
includes a dynamic shape changing portion.

4. The guide device of claim 1, wherein the shield portion
includes a curved end portion.

5. The guide device of claim 1, further including a ramp
located at a distal end of the guide region the ramp directing
the distal end of the guide region at least partially radially
outward from the guide axis.

6. The guide device of claim 5, further comprising:

a primary medical device capable of insertion through the

guide region.

7. The guide device of claim 5, wherein the shield portion
is located at a distal end of the mandrel and substantially
covers the distal opening of the sheath in the first state when
the mandrel is fully inserted in the sheath.

8. The guide device of claim 1, wherein the mandrel is fully
inserted into the sheath as the distal opening in the sheath is
inserted into a patient.
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9. The guide device of claim 1, wherein the shield portion
is formed at a distal end of the axial portion.

10. A method of insertion of a medical device comprising:

inserting a guide device into a patient to a target location,

the guide device including a mandrel, a sheath, and a
blunt tipped shield portion near an end of the mandrel to
protect a distal opening of the guide device while insert-
ing the guide device;
wherein inserting the guide device includes:
inserting the mandrel with the blunt tipped shield
portion near the end of the mandrel into the sheath;
positioning the blunt tipped shield portion near a dis-
tal opening of the sheath; and
inserting the sheath and mandrel with the blunt tipped
shield portion into the patient.
inserting a primary medical device into the guide device
to the target location;
removing the guide device from the patient without
moving the primary medical device from the target
location;
wherein the guide device is radially removed from the
primary medical device.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the blunt tip tipped
shield portion is solid.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein inserting the primary
medical device into the guide device includes inserting the
primary medical device into a continuous longitudinal guide
region defined on a first longitudinal portion by the mandrel,
and on a second longitudinal portion by the sheath.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein removing the guide
device from the patient includes:

removing the mandrel from the sheath wherein the first

longitudinal portion of the longitudinal guide region is
radially removed from a side of the primary medical
device as it exits the patient; and

removing the sheath from the patient by peeling the sheath

apart radially from the side portion of the primary medi-
cal device as the sheath exits the patient.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein inserting the primary
medical device into the substantially continuous longitudinal
guide region includes inserting the primary medical device
into one of a plurality of continuous longitudinal guide
regions, each of the plurality of continuous guide regions
being defined on a first longitudinal portion by the mandrel,
and on a second longitudinal portion by the sheath.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein inserting the guide
device includes;

moving the primary medical device along the longitudinal

guide region;

engaging a ramp with the primary medical device; and

directing the primary medical device radially from the

mandrel with the ramp.

16. The method of claim 10, wherein inserting a guide
device into a patient includes inserting the blunt tipped shield
portion in a first shape during insertion of the guide device,
and changing the blunt tipped shield portion to a second shape
during removal of the guide device.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein changing the blunt
tipped shield portion to a second shape during removal of the
guide device includes deflating an inflatable chamber of the
blunt tipped shield portion.

18. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

positioning the blunt tipped shield portion defined by the

mandrel near a distal tip of the sheath by adjusting a
knob at a proximal end of the mandrel to engage a
proximal end of the sheath;
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after inserting the sheath and mandrel into the patient,
moving the knob away from the sheath to allow access to
alongitudinal guide region defined between the mandrel
and the sheath;

wherein inserting a primary medical device includes
inserting the primary medical device into the longitudi-
nal guide region defined between the mandrel and the
sheath and accessed only by moving the knob away from
the proximal end of the sheath.

19. An insertion system comprising:

a guide device, having a guide axis, comprising:

a sheath that defines a radially enclosed longitudinal
cavity in a first state, and is adapted to be split sub-
stantially along a longitudinal wall and radially
removed from the guide axis in a second state;

a mandrel that, when inserted into the sheath in its first
state, defines a substantially continuous longitudinal
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guide region bounded on a first longitudinal portion
by the mandrel, and on a second longitudinal portion
by the sheath;

a primary medical device capable of insertion through the
guide region;

a shield portion, such that when the mandrel is fully
inserted in the sheath, the shield portion substantially
shields a distal opening in the sheath in its first state; and

aramp located near a distal end of the guide region between
aproximal end of the mandrel and the shield portion, the
ramp directing the distal end of the guide region at least
partially radially outward from the guide axis.

20. The insertion system of claim 19, wherein the primary

medical device includes an electrode.

21. The insertion system of claim 19, wherein the primary

device includes a drug delivery device.
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